V E R 

2. Changeable ; variable. 

One colour to us Handing in one place, hath a contrary 
afpedt in another ; as in thofe verfatile reprefentations in the 
neck of a dove, and folds of fcarlet. Glanville. 

3. Eafily applied to a new talk. 

Ve'rsatileness. \n.f. [from verfatile . 1 The quality of be- 
Versati'lity. } ing verfatile. 

VERSE, n.f. [vers, Fr. ' verfus , Latin.] 

jo A line confiding of a certain fucceflion of founds, and num- 
ber of fyllables. 

Thou haft by moonlight at her window fung, 

With feigning voice, verfes of feigning love. Shakefp. 

2. [ verfet , Fr;] A fe&ion or paragraph of a book. 

Thus far the queftions proceed upon the conftru£lion of 
the firft earth; in the following verfes they proceed upon the 
demolition of that earth. Burnet . 

3. Poetry ; lays ; metrical language. 

V erfe embalms virtue : and tombs and thrones of rhymes 
Preferve frail tranfitory fame as much 
As fpice doth body from air’s corrupt touch. Donne* 

If envious eyes their hurtful rays have caft, 

More pow’rful verfe fhall free, thee from the blaft. Dryden. 

Whilft {he did her various pow’r difpofe ; 

Virtue was taught in verfe , and Athens’ glory rofe. Prior . 

You compofe 

In fplay-foot verfe , or hobbling profe. Prior . 

4.. A piece of poetry. 

Let this verfe , my friend, be thine. Pope . 

1 o Verse, v. a. [from the noun.] To tell in verfe ; to relate 
poetically. 

In the fhape of Corin fate all day, 

Playing on pipes of corn, and verfing love. Shakefp . 

To be Ve'rsed. v, n . [ v erf or , Lat.J To be {killed in; to be. 
acquainted with. 

She might be ignorant of their nations, who was not verfed 
in their names, as not being prefent at the general furvey of 
animals, when Adam aftign'ed unto every one a name con- 
cordant unto its nature. , Brown's Vulgar Err curs. 

7 his, vers'd in death, th’ infernal knight relates, 

And then for proof fulfill’d their common fates. Dryden. 
Ve rseman. n. Jo [yerje and man.] A poet; a writer in 
verfe . 

The god of us verfemen , you know, child, the fun. Prior * 
Ve / rsicle. n. f \yerficulus , Lat.J A little verfe. 

V ERSIFICA'TION. n. J. [ verification , Fr. from verfify . ] The 
art or practice of making verfes.’ 

Donne alone had your talent, but was not happy to ar- 
rive at your verification. ' Dr v den. 

Some obje6f to his verfification ; which is in poetry, what 
colouring is in painting, a beautiful ornament. But if the 
proportions are juft, though the colours fhoutd happen to be 
rough, the piece may be of ineftimable value. Granville.' 
Versific a / tor. ) 7 i. f. \_ve7f1ficateur , Fr. verfificator , Lat. J 
Ve/rsiFIer. $ A verlifier ; a maker of verfes with or 
without the fpirit of poetry. 

Statius, the befc verfificator next Virgil, knew not how to 
defign after him. Dryden 

In Job and the Pialms we fhall find more fublime ideas, 
more elevated language, than in any of the heathen verifiers 
of Greece or Rome. Watts's Improvement of the Mind. 

To V e / rsif Y . v. n. [verfifier, Fr. verfeficor, Latin.] To make 
verfes. 

You would wonder to hear how foon even children will 
begin to verfify . Sidney: 

To follow rather the Goths in rhyming, than the Greeks 
in true verfifying , were even to eat acorns with fwine, when 


vege- 
bam. 


we may freely eat wheat bread among men. 
I'll verfify in fpite, and do my beft, 


Afcham . 
Drydeiz. 


To make as much wade paper as the reft. 

To Ve / rsify. v. a. To relate in verfe. 

Unintermix’d with fidlious fantafies. 

I’ll verfify the truth, not poetize. Daniel. 

Version, n.f [ verfion , Fr. Vezfio, Latin.] 

1. Change; transformation. 

Springs, the antients thought to be- made by- the verfion of- 
air into water. Bacon's Nat . Hifi. 

2. Change of dire&ion. 

Comets are rather gazed upon, than wifely obferved in ^ 
their effecls ; that is, what kind of comet, for magnitude, 
colour, verfion of the beams, produceth what kind of 
effects. ' . : ■ - ' 4 Bacon. 

3. Tranfiation. 

This exacft propriety of Virgil I particularly regarded ; but 
muft confefs, that I have not been able to-make him appear 
wholly like himfelr. For where the original is elofe, no ver- 
fion can reach it in the fame compafs. • Dryden. 

4. The a<ft of tranflating. 

Vert, n.f vert , Fr. 

Vert, in the laws of the foreft, fignifies every thing that 
grows, and bears a green leaf within the foreft, that may 


cover and hide a deer* 


GaweL 
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I find no mention in all the records of Ireland r 

The carotid, vertebra!, and fplcnick arteries an>„, 
vanoufiy contorted, but here and there dilated t n 
the motion of the blood. n ’ ( , ™ 0( lerate 

Ve'rtebre. n. J. [vertebre, Fr. vertebra, TatbTl — ’ *1 
the back. 1 -I A J°mt of 

The feveral vertebres are fo elegantly coiimaA^ . , 

rpR^l T/ttsr if but - 1 ««- 8 

1. Zenith ; the point over head. 

Thefe keep the vertex ; but betwixt the bear 
And fliining zodiack, where the planets err 
A thoufand figur’d conftellations roll. * „ , 

2. A top of a hill. Lreech - 

Mountains efpecially abound with different fpecies of Vf 
tables ; every vertex or eminence affording new kfmk D i 
VE RTICAL, adj. [vertical, Fr. from vfrtT] ^ 

1. Placed in the zenith. 

’Tis raging noon ; and vertical the fun 
Darts on the head direcSh his forceful rays. 77 , 

2. Placed in a direction perpendicular to the horizon ^ 

From thefe laws, all the rules of bodies afcendincr or de- 
Icending in vertical lines may be deduced. Cbm 

Vertica'lity. n.f. [from vertical.] The ffate of being in the 
zenith. a 1C 

Unto them the fun is vertical twice'a year; making two 
ddtindt fummers in the different points of the verhca - 

-rj fi ' B i owns B idgar Err ours. 

Vertically, ad v. [from vertical.] In the zenith. 

Although it be not vertical unto any part of Afia, yet it 
vertically paffeth over Peru and Brafilia. Broun. 

Vertici'llate. adj. [ fxomverticillum , Latin.] 

V erti dilate plants are'fuch as have their flowers intermixt 
with fmall leaves growing in a kind of whirls about the 
joints of a ftalk, as penny-royal, horehound, &e. Quincy. 
Ver 1 1 CITY’. 71 . f [from vertex.] The power of turnino- ; 
circumvolution ; rotation. 

T’hofc ftars do not peculiarly glance on us, but carry a - 
common regard unto all countries, unto whom their vermty 
is alfo common. Brown's V idgar Errours . 

We believe the verticity of the needle, without a certificate 
from the days of old. Glanville. 

Whether they be globules, or whether they have a ver- 
ticity about their own centers, that produce the idea of whire- 
nels in us, the more particles of light are reflected from a 
body, the whiter does the body appear. Lade. 

Vertiginous, adj, [ vertiginofus , Latin.] 
i% Turning round ; rotatory. 

. : This Vertiginous motion gives day and night fucceffively 

over the whole earth, and makes it habitable all around. Bentley ► 

2. Giddy. • : rr.r 

I hefe extinguifti candles, make the workmen faint and 
vertiginous ; and, when very, great, fuffoc.ates and kills 

them. Woodward. 

VERTFGO. n . f [Latin.] A giddinefs ; a fenfe of turning in 
* the head. 

Vertigo is the appearance of vifible obje&s that are without 
motion, as if they turned round, attended with a fear of fall- 
ing, and a dimnefs of fight. Quincy. 

The forerunners of an apoplexy are dulnefs, vertigo’ s y 
tremblings. Jrbutbnot. 

That old vertigo in his head. 

Will never leave him till he’s dead. 1 * ' Swift. 

Ve'rvine.* \ n ‘t i^erveine, Fr. verbena, Lat.J A plant. 

It hath a labiated flower, confifting of one . leaf, whofe 
upper lip is upright, and commonly divided into two ; but 
the under lip is cut into three parts ; fo that at firft fight it 
appears like a flower with five leaves. Thefe are fucceeded by 
four naked feeds, which fill the calyx. The flowers generally 
grow in fpikes, but not in whorl es, round the {talks. Miller . 

4 The night-{hade ftrows to work.him ill. 

Therewith the vervain , and her dill, 

That hindreth witches of their will. * ‘ l f Drayton. 

Some featuring pot-herbs here and there he found, { 
l Which cultivated with his daily care, 

And bruis’d with vervain , were his frugal fare. Dryden. 

V e / rv ain mallow . n.f z A plant. 

It hath the whole habit of the mallow or althaea; but di - 

• fers from it in having its leaves deeply divided. 

V e 7 r VELESi n. J. [yervelle, Fr.] Labels tied to a hawk. Am]. 
VE-'RY. adj: [vefay, or vrai) .French ; whence ver ay in an- 

• tient Englifh.J ' , 

True ; real. 

Why do I pity him. 

That with his -heart defpii'eth me. Sbahfpeare . 

In very deed, as the Lord itveth. ; I Sam. xxv- 34 - 
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O that in vtty ^ eet ^ we behold it. Dryd : and Lee. 

Having any qualities, commonly bad, in an eminent de- 


cree 


Thofe who had drunk of Circe’s cup, were turned into 

. Davies. 


‘Defy beafts. 


Milton. 

Shakefp . 
Shakefpeare. 
Shakefp. 


There, where very defolation dwells, 

By grots and caverns fhagg’d with horrid fhades. 

She may pafs on. . 

„ Tr» note the things emphatically, or eminently. 

3 ' ’Tis an ill office for a gentleman ; 

Efpecially againft his very friend. 

Was not my love 

The verier wag o th two ? 

We can contain ourfelves. 

Were he the veriejl antick in the world. 

In a feeing age, the very knowledge of former times paffes 
but for ignorance in a better drefs. . South. 

The pictures of our great grandmothers in Queen Eliza- 
beth’s time, are cloathed down to the very wrifts, and up to 
the very chin. Addifon s Guardian. 

^ Women are as rofes, whofe fair flower 

Beinp- once difplay’d, doth fall that very hour. Shakefp. 
The^cocks beat the partridge, which fhe laid to heart : 
but finding thefe very cocks cutting one another, {he com- 
forted herfelf. k # UEJlrange . 

So catholick a grace is charity, that whatever time is 
the fpecial opportunity of any other chriftian grace, that 
veiy time is alfo the fpecial opportunity of charity. Spratt. 
VVry. adv. In a great degree ; in an eminent degree. 

The Greek orator was fo very famous for this, that his an- 
tagonift reading over the oration which had procured his ba- 
nilhment, afked them, if they were fo much affe&ed by the 
bare reading of it, how much more they would have been 
alarmed, had they heard him ? Addifon. 

To VESICATE, v. a. \yefica , Latin.] To blifter. 

Celfus propofes, that in all thefe internal wounds, the ex- 
ternal parts be veficcated y to make more powerful revulfion 
from within. Wijeman's Surgery. 

I faw the cuticula vefcated y and {hining with a burning 
heat. Wifeman . 

VesicaTion. n.f [from veficate.] Bliftering ; reparation of 
the cuticle. 

I applied fome vinegar prepared with litharge, defending 
the vejication with pledgets. * JVifeman's Surgery. 

VesFcatory. n.f. [ vejicat07'ium y technical Latin.] A blifter- 
ing medicine. 

Vehicle, n.f. [ vefcula , Latin.] A fmall cuticle, filled or 
inflated. 

Nor is the humour contained in fmaller veins, but in a 
veficle y or little bladder. Browne's Vulgar Errours. 

The lungs are made up of fuch air pipes and veficles in- 
terwoven with blood-veffels, to purify, ferment, or fupply 
the fangiiincous mafs with nitro-aerial particles. Ray . 

VesFcular. adj . [from vcficula y Lat.J Hollow; full of fmall 
interftices. 

A mufcle is a bundle of veficular threads, or of folid fila- 
ments, involved in one common membrane. Cheyne. 

VE'SPER. n.f [Latin.] The evening ftar ; the evening. 

Thefe figns are black Vefper's pageants. Shakefp. 

Ve'spers n.f. [without the fingular, from vefperus, Latin.] 
The evening fervice of the Romifli church. 

Vespertine, adj. [ ve/per tinus y b?xm .] Happening or coming 
in the evening ; pertaining to the evening. 

VE / SSEL. n f [yajfelle y Fr. vas y Lat.J 

1. Any thing in which liquids, or other things, are put* 

For Banquo’s iflue have I fill’d my mind ; 

Put rancours in the vefjcl of my peace, 

Only for them. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

If you have two vefjel to fill, and you empty one to fill 
the other, there ftill remains one veffel empty. Burnet. 

2. The containing parts of an animal body. 

Of thefe elements are conftituted the fmalleft fibres ; of 
thofe fibres the veffels ; of thofe vefiels the organs of the 
body. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

3- Any vehicle in which men or goods are carried on the water. 

1 he Tons and nephews of Noah, who peopled the ifles, 
had veffels to tranfport themfelves. Raleigh's Effays. 

The vefjel is reprefented as ftranded. The figure before 
it feems to lift it off the {hallows. Addifon on Medals. 

From ftorms of rage, and dangerous rocks of pride. 

Let thy ftrong hand this little vefjel guide ; 

It was thy hand that made it : through the tide 

Impetuous of this life, let thy command 

Dire& my courfe, and bring me fafe to land. Prior . 

Now fecure the painted veffel glides ; 

1 he lun-beams trembling on the floating tides. Pope. 
4* Any capacity ; any thing containing. 

1 have my fill 

T k now * e< % e > what this veffel can contain. Milton. 

J.o\ eSsel. v.a. [from the noun.] To put into a veffel; to barrel. 


VET 

Take earth, and veffel it; and in that let the feed. Bacon • 
VeSsets. n.f. A kind of cloth commonly made in. Suf- 
folk. V’V > . - . # » Bailey . 

Ve'ssicnon; n.f. [among horfemen] A windgall, or foft 
fwelling on the inlide and outfide of a horfe’s hoof. Dili. 
VEST. n.f. [ veftris , Lat.J An outer garment. 

Over his lucid arms 

A military vefl of purple flow’d.. Miltons Par. Doji* 

When the queen in royal habit’s dreft. 

Old myftick emblems grace th’ imperial veft. Smith r 

To Vest. v.a. [from the noun.] 

I. To drefs ; to deck ; to enrobe. 

The verdant fields with thofe of heav’n may vie, 


Dryden, 


Thomfortr 


Milton . 


With ether veflecj and a purple Iky. 

Light ! Nature’s refplendent robe ; 

Without whole vcjling beauty all were wrapt 
In gloom. 

2. To drefs in a long garment. 

Juft Simeon, and prophetic Anna fpoke. 

Before the altar and the vejled prieft. 

2. To make pofTeffor of; to inveft with. t , , t 

To fettle men’s consciences, ’tis neceffaiy that they know 
the perfon, who by right is vejled with power over them. Locke • 
Had I been vejled with the monarch’s pow’r. 

Thou muft have figh’d, unlucky youth ! in vain. Prior . 

4. To place in poffefiion. 

The militia their commifiioners pofitively required to be 
entirely vejled in the parliament; Clarendon. 

Empire and dominion was vejled in him, for the good and 
behoof of others. Locke . 

Vestal, n. f [■ veflalis , Latin.] A virgin confecrated to 
Vejla ; a pure virgin. 

Women are not 

In their beft fortunes ftrong ; but v/ant will perjure 
The ne’er-touch’d vcflal. Shakefpeare ; 

How happy is the blamelefs vefial's lot ? 

The world forgetting, by the world forgot. Pope • 

Vestal, adj. [veflalis, Latin.] Denoting pure virginity. 

Her vejlal livery is but fick and green, 

And none but fools do wear it. Shakefpeare ; 

Vestibule, n.f [ veflibulum , Lat.J The porch or firft en- 
trance of a houfe. 

Ve / stige. mf [ vcjligium , Lat. J Footftep ; mark left be- 
hind in palling. 

The truth paffes fo fiightly through men’s imaginations^ 
that they muft ufe great fubtilty to track its vefliges . Harvey . 
Vestment, n. f [vefiimentum, Latin.] Garment ; part of 
drefs- 

Were it not better that the love which men bear unto 
God, fhould make the leaft things that are employed in his 
fervice amiable, than that their over-lcrupulous diflike of fo 
mean a thing as a veflment , fhould from the very fervice of 
God withdraw their hearts and affections. Hooker. 

Heaven then would feem thy image, and reflect 
Thofe fable veflment s , and that bright afpect. Waller . 
The fculptors could not give vefi?nerits fuitable to the qua- 
lity of the perfons reprefented. Dryden 0 

Ve / stry. 7 i. f. [ vejiiaire , Fr. vefliarium , Latin." 

1. A room appendant to the church, in which the facerdotal 
garments, arid confecrated things are repoftted. 

Bold Amvcus, from the robb’d vcjhy brings 
The chalices of heav’n ; and holy things 
Of precious weight. Dryden . 

2. A parochial affembly commonly convened in the veftry. 

The common-council are cholen every year, fo many for 
every parifh, by the veftry , and common convention of the 
people of that parifli. Clarendon. 

Go with me where paltry conftables will not fummon us 
to vejlries. Blount to Pope i 

Venture, n.f. [veflure, old Fr. veflura, Italian.] 

1. Garment; robe. 

Her breafts half hid, and half were laid to {how ; 

.. _ * * 

Her envious vefture greedy fight repelling. Fairfax , 

What, weep you when you but behold 
Our Caefar’s vefture wounded ? Shakefp. jfulius C&far. 

To bear my lady’s train, left the bafe earth 
Should from her vefture chance to fteal a kifs. 

Here ruddy brafs, and gold refulgent blaz’d ; 

There polifh’d chefts embroider’d vefiiires grac’d. 

2. Drefs ; habit ; external form. 

There’s not the fmalleft orb which thou behold’ft. 

But in his motion like an angel fings, 

But this muddy vefture of decay 

Doth grofly elofe us in, we cannot hear it. Shakefp . 

Rocks, precipices, and gulfs, apparell’d with a vejlure of . 
plants, would refemble mountains and vallies. Bentley. 

V etch, n . f. [ vicia , Lat.J A plant with a papilionaceous flower ; 
from the empalement arifes the pointal, which becomes a 
pod full of round ifh or angular feeds : to which muft be ad- 
ded, that the leaves grow by pairs on a middle rib, ending 
in a tendril, 
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